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Jason Latimer • guest writer
Keeping a Scharp lookout over the 
bonfire Tuesday night were the men 
of Scharpenburg Hall, who guarded 
the enormous pile of wood from 8 
p.m. to 8 a.m. Wednesday morning 
against attacks from sophomores 
and upperclassmen. Perhaps to the 
disappointment of some freshmen, 
the night was relatively quiet on the 
battlefront, save one isolated inci-
dent when a shirtless sophomore 
raced around the bonfire with a lit 
road flare. 
Despite the absence of any real 
assault on the bonfire, the men of 
Scharp still found a way to enter-
tain themselves throughout the 
night. Freshman physics major Eric 
Kercher brought his guitar along 
and played classic songs like “Hotel 
California” and “Over the Hills and 
Far Away” to his friends around the 
campfire. “Singing songs around 
the campfire was the main event,” 
Kercher said, “especially singing 
to an acoustic version of ‘Party in 
the U.S.A.’ at the top of 
our lungs.” After the 
songs, the campfire 
conversation de-
railed into a session 
of late-night stand-
up of sultry jokes 
and stories 
only fit for an all-male campfire.
According the Kercher, the most 
important accomplishment of Tues-
day night was not protecting the 
bonfire from a flare-wielding sopho-
more, but rather bonding with his 
fellow men of Scharp. “As cheesy 
as that sounds, pulling all-nighters, 
drinking three gallons of Ape, and 
having a good time in each other’s 
company is still the standard of hav-
ing fun at college,” he said. If given 
the chance, Kercher would defi-
nitely be back out there strumming 
his guitar and singing alongside his 
hall mates to the latest Miley Cyrus 
song, maybe even telling  a few jokes 
about her, too. “I don’t regret the ex-
perience at all, and would do it again 
in a heartbeat,” Kercher s a i d , 
“that is, once I get 
caught up on my 
sleep again.”




imately 40 to 50 scantily-clad Pi 
Kappa Alpha brothers raided the 
bonfire Wednesday night, with one 
team driving the fraternity fire truck 
to the build site and the other rush-
ing out of the woods with torches 
to ambush the Deming and Speed 
freshmen.
Initially, the night started out well 
for Pike. “One of the best parts was 
the rehearsal that we did on the Pike 
grounds,” raid leader Warren Con-
dra said. “We got the music going, 
we had everyone on line for the raid, 
and the rehearsal looked beauti-
ful.”
After an hour of setting up on the 
Pike grounds, the group started out 
for the bonfire at 11 p.m. The first 
p a r t of the plan involved the 
fire truck, command-




and senior chemical engineering 
major Scott Gallmeier. The truck, 
which was hooked up to two giant 
party speakers, would drive around, 
blast music, and distract the fresh-
men while the team in the woods, 
armed with torches, attacked the un-
guarded bonfire. “But like so many 
plans,” Condra said, “once we got on 
site, it basically went to heck.” Ac-
cording to Condra, “the major prob-
lem was that we were seen too early. 
We lit our torches when we were be-
hind the Tri Delta sorority and had 
to run through a patch of woods to 
get to the bonfire area.”
In the end, Pike had not done any 
real damage. Communication and 
travel through the woods was cum-
bersome, which threw off team syn-
chrony. This, together with earlier 
detection, caused the plan to fall 
apart. Despite being hit by flour and 
almost losing a man to a head-shav-
ing, Condra still believes the raid 
was a success for Pike.
“Ultimately the goal isn’t to be 
violent or to burn down 
the bonfire. Rather 
the goal is to show 
the freshmen that 
we are willing to go 
out and do crazy fun 
stuff,” Condra said. 
“It’s good broth-
erhood.”
The re- views are 
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication pro-
duced by the members of  the community of  
Rose-Hulman Institute of  Technology pub-
lished on Fridays first through ninth week 
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff  
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held 
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall.  We 
also welcome and encourage all community 
members to submit articles, photographs, car-
toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less 
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for 
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to 
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and fac-
tual errors, while preserving the original intent of  
the submission. The editors reserve the right to 
accept content changes submitted after deadline. 
All submissions must contain the writer’s signa-
ture (electronic form is acceptable) and contact 
information. The editors reserve the right to re-
ject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of  The Rose 
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249. 
Material submitted for use in the print edi-
tion may also be included in the online edi-
tion located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those 
of  their respective authors and, with the exception 
of  the weekly Staff  View published in the Opin-
ions section, do not necessarily represent the views 
of  the staff  or the Rose-Hulman community.
the rose thorn
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Sean Gorsky • news
Marcus Willerscheidt • entertainment
Melissa Schwenk • living
Emily Asman • opinions
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports
Noël Spurgeon • flipside
Stephen Mayhew • copy
Richard Thai • copy
Tim Ekl • photo
Ranjana Chandramouli • writer
Katie Dial • writer
Morgan Lopez • writer
Stephen Mayhew • writer
Bennie Waters • writer
Hobey Tam • writer
Andrew Klusman • business
Kurtis Zimmerman • web
Richard House • adviser
Earn over $100,000 while still in 
college 
 
Be a part of the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Officer Program. The U.S. Navy 
wants to help YOU launch your career NOW. Get the chance to work on  
Nuclear Powered Aircraft Carriers or  
Submarines and get paid while remaining a full-time student at Rose. 
 
Benefits include a $15,000 sign on bonus, a $3,000 per month salary, full 
medical and dental coverage and a $2,000 completion bonus. 
 
To find out more, visit the U.S. Navy this Saturday at the Homecoming  
Football game and explore YOUR options. Enjoy free food and prizes while  
speaking with U.S. Navy reps about your future.  
 
Don’t miss this once in a lifetime opportunity.  
 
12:30 p.m. Cook Stadium  
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IEEE International Professional Communication Conference IPCC 2011 
On the campus of the University of Cincinnati, 17-19 October 
 
 
Student Poster Competition— 
Prizes Awarded!  
 
IEEE International Professional Communication Conference 2011 invites undergraduate 
students from all disciplines to submit posters representing sustainability-related projects. 
Posters should function as exemplars of the communication of sustainability-related 




Potential topics for representation in a poster format may include: 
 Design for Sustainability, including methodologies, products, and design concepts 
 Projects promoting Sustainability, on local, national, or international levels 
 Alternative concepts of Sustainability, including social or cultural sustainability 
 Sustainable Economies, including green business concepts, issues, or case studies 
 Sustainable Technologies, such as renewable energy and recycling technologies 
 Sustainable Behavior, or attempts to promote sustainable practices 
 Tracking Sustainability, including developing metrics and methods of accurately 
measuring sustainable practices 
 
Posters will be displayed virtually at the conference, as projected .pdfs.  Submit a small .pdf 
of the poster.  Submissions due by October 1, 2011.   
 
Submit student posters through the conference management system: 
cmt.research.microsoft.com/IPCC2011/ (you will need to create an account to log in).    
 
Conference website:  http://www.ieeepcs.org 
For more information, contact Dr. Julia Williams, x8186, Williams@rose-hulman.edu 
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Chris Pete • guest writer
I first saw the original 
Lion King at age 5 when 
it was being rerun in my 
hometown’s movie theater. 
At the time, I couldn’t truly 
appreciate all the allusions 
that went into that movie, 
from the subtle Shakespear-
ian references (“What’s in 
a name?” and Scar’s skull 
ventriloquism among oth-
ers) to just why it’s so hard 
for Simba to return to the 
pride lands.
 I watched it last 
week with the expectation 
that I would enjoy a little 
bit of nostalgia, maybe get a 
headache from the 3D, and 
waste some perfectly good 
time on a Saturday night. In 
short, I was very wrong. The 
opening song, the Circle of 
Life, had its own soundtrack 
mixed in with the true one; 
every person in the theater 
was quietly singing along 
to it as we remembered our 
childhoods watching this 
movie on those old VHS 
tapes in the giant plastic 
containers. Birds fly in from 
over your head as they flock 
to Pride Rock, and the big 
screen picture combined 
with the  powerful surround 
sound will bring out the 
child in you.
 It’s probably worth 
mentioning at the point 
that I’ve watched the scene 
where Mufasa dies approxi-
mately three times, and two 
of those times were when I 
was too young to actually 
understand why it was so 
sad. Every other time I’ve 
made an excuse: bathroom, 
getting a snack, sudden urge 
to take out the trash, etc. I 
sat through it this time, and 
I feel no shame in admit-
ting that I got misty-eyed. 
Watching Simba tug on his 
father’s ear in a perfect mim-
icry of how he woke him up 
just days ago is heartbreak-
ing, and I wasn’t the only 
person getting emotional in 
the theater. The 3D brings 
you into the film even more 
than ever before; the result 
is giving Disney even more 
reign over your emotions 
than is probably wise.
 Every scene looks 
amazing as it jumps out at 
you; I caught myself trying 
to crane my neck around 
to see past branches a few 
times before I remembered 
that I was in fact watching 
a cartoon with 3D glasses 
on, not having a conversa-
tion with Rafiki about why 
I should go back to Pride 
Rock to challenge my uncle 
and retake my rightful place 
as king. The mistake was 
much easier to make than 
you’d think, let me assure 
you.
 The feel of the original 
is brilliantly captured, and 
to make things even better- 
they removed that awful 
song “The Morning Report” 
from the beginning of the 
film. (For those of you who 
are unaware of this travesty, 
I’m sure you can find the 
scene that Disney included 
in the DVD release of The 
Lion King on the Internet. It 
doesn’t fit with the musical 
style of the film at all.)
 Even if the Lion King 
weren’t being shown in 3D, 
even if it were just the origi-
nal 1994 animated feature, 
it would be worth the price 
of admission just to see it 
up on the big screen again. 
There’s something magical 
that the movie theater con-
veys that a laptop or even a 
TV isn’t capable of. 
Review rating: 5 elephants
Peter Sakovich • guest writer
Greetings and welcome to the 
first installment of Indie Game 
of the Week! To kick things off 
proper, I’ll be reviewing Hemp-
uli’s physics platformer: FallO-
ver. 
You play an elderly mustachi-
oed man with a British accent 
and excellent taste in attire on a 
journey to collect as much money 
as possible. The gameplay is, at its 
core, no different from any other 
platformer, but the moment 
you step off your first ledge you 
are confronted by your primary 
enemy: your piss-poor sense of 
equilibrium. As is suggested by 
the title of the game, the main 
obstacle to success is your tragic 
lack of balance, and everything 
from tripping over rocks to hit-
ting your head on low-hanging 
ledges will send you sprawling. 
FallOver may be frustrating at 
first to players not well-versed in 
platforming, but the game has a 
fairly forgiving failure mechanic, 
allowing the player three stand-
up’s per level before having to 
reset without penalty to score.
Admittedly, a sizeable portion 
of the game’s appeal relies on its 
ability to make the player laugh 
at their own mistakes – an un-
doubtedly difficult feat to achieve, 
but a noble effort is made to this 
effect. New elements are intro-
duced in such a manner that their 
workings must be discovered by 
experimentation. Each time your 
character falls head-over-heels 
at the hands of an unexpectedly 
motile block, your character will 
shout adorable British expletives, 
making the game feel almost like 
a nonstop blooper reel from a 
failed parkour home video.
However, the frustration that 
isn’t taken care of by the slapstick 
nature of the game is more than 
made up for by the sheer charm 
inherent in it. From your charac-
ter’s adorable accent and happy-
go-lucky demeanor to the vibrant 
backdrops and scenery down to 
the endearingly smarmy faces of 
your enemies, FallOver’s unique 
charm manifests itself in each 
and every detail. Top it off with 
a hummable ragtime soundtrack 
and just enough levels to be sat-
isfying without becoming tiring, 
and you are left with a highly en-
joyable atmosphere in which to 
house this quirky little affair.
It may have its shortcomings, 
but there will always be a special 
place on my hard drive for FallO-
ver.
You can find FallOver, along 
with all his other games, on 
Hempuli’s website at www.
hempuli.com.
Review rating: 3 elephants
Lion King 3D: 
Need I say more?
Indie game of the 
week: Fall Over
Discover. innovate. achieve.
At Worcester Polytechnic Institute, graduate 
students work in teams with faculty who challenge 
them to engage in research that matters in the 
real world. We invite you to discover WPI—a 
premier university for graduate studies in science, 
engineering, and business.
Visit us at the grad school fair.
grad.wpi.edu/+discover
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Melissa Schwenk • living editor 
It’s that time of year again 
–Seniors are frantically 
starting to research com-
panies, Juniors and Sopho-
mores are thinking about in-
ternships, and Freshmen are 
wondering what all the fuss 
is about.  
No matter what year you 
are, the Career Fair on Oc-
tober 5th is a great opportu-
nity to either start networking 
with companies or to solidify 
an existing relationship with 
one.  As one of those frantic 
seniors, I recently attended 
a joint event from Proctor & 
Gamble and Lilly about doing 
well at the Career Fair.  Here 
is some insight from Rose-
Hulman Alumni who are now 
recruiters for their compa-
nies.  
First of all, start going to 
the Career Fair as a fresh-
man.  Recruiters often come 
back year after year and will 
start to recognize and re-
member you.  Although you 
may not get an internship 
this summer, the enthusiasm 
you demonstrate by visiting 
their booth each career fair 
may be the boost you need 
the next time you apply.  
Now that you’ve decided to 
go to the Career Fair, prac-
tice what you’ll say to the 
recruiters.  When you intro-
duce yourself to the com-
pany, make sure to include 
your graduation date, major, 
and whether you are inter-
ested in full- or part-time 
employment.  This will help 
the recruiter better assist 
you.  
Include your biggest ac-
tivity on campus in your 
spiel as well.  This could be 
a sports team, leadership 
position in a club, or the 
theatrical shows you’ve par-
ticipated in.  
Once you’ve introduced 
yourself completely, hand 
them your resume.  Hand-
ing it before you are done 
talking guarantees they’ll be 
reading it and not listening 
to you.  Talk through your 
resume with them, verbally 
highlighting what you want 
them to focus on.  
After you’ve chatted a bit 
about yourself, ask some-
thing specific about the 
company.  This shows you’ve 
done your research and 
might afford you the op-
portunity to talk to another 
member of the recruiting 
team.  Don’t go over board 
though, because being too 
knowledgeable makes you 
come across as a smart-
alek.  
This is by no means eve-
rything you can do to shine 
at the Career Fair.  For more 
tips, resume help, or general 
guidance, visit Career Ser-
vices or their new website. 
Don’t let the Career Fair 
sneak up on you
Victor Goben • guest writer
Looking for that cheap and easy post-work-
out snack or maybe just a quick chow for be-
tween classes because you scheduled yourself 
without a lunch? Look no further.
Ingredients
•	 2 c. Quick Oatmeal
•	 ½-3/4 c. Applesauce
•	 ½ c. Peanut Butter (creamy preferably, 
but you can try using crunchy)
•	 Optional: Cinnamon, Nutella, or some-
thing else fun to jazz up the flavor. 
Experiment with different extras to fit 
your taste as the bites are a bit on the 
bland side without fun flavors.
Directions
•	 Mix the ingredients in a decently-sized 
mixing bowl, making sure that every-
thing gets well coated and mixed.
•	 Form palm-sized balls and set on a 
plate.
•	 Refrigerate for a minimum of 20 min-
utes to let the bites solidify a bit.
•	 Enjoy whenever.
This recipe makes 8-12 oatmeal bites. 
These have a fridge life of about a week, but 
make for a nice quick snack when you’ve got 
the munchies. 
Next Time: Dirt Cheap Peanut Butter 
Cookies
Eating on dimes: Oatmeal bites 
How to: Be a Wingman
where intelligence goes to work®
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NSA Is Coming to
U.S. citizenship is required. NSA is an Equal Opportunity Employer. All applicants for employment are considered without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, or status as a parent.
WATCH OUR VIDEO
Get the free App for your 
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and then launch the App 
and aim it at this tag.
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Wingman of the year–climbing skills not required.
 http://www.nerdnirvana.org/
Chadwick Jones • guest writer
Let’s face it guys.  Rose-Hul-
man is great, but I’m pretty 
sure most of the men didn’t 
come here for the male-to-fe-
male ratio.  When there’s only 
one girl for every four guys, it 
poses a challenge for any man 
wanting to meet the woman 
of his dreams.  Now whether 
you’re a serious suitor or just 
want to have a good time with 
some close friends, having a 
wingman can definitely help 
you meet that girl at the next 
get-together.
What is a wingman you might 
ask?  A wingman is a friend 
who will do anything he can to 
help his buddies meet women. 
A truly skillful, self-sacrificing 




make sure his 
friend ends 
up with the 
girl he wants. 
With no fear 
he will plunge 
into a group 




with a girl’s 
friends while 
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people have never really heard 
the unspoken rules.  When try-
ing to make a good impression, 
a wingman can help a lot, but 
he can also make the situation 
worse if he doesn’t know what 
he’s doing.  Therefore, for all 
of the frustrated men at Rose-
Hulman, here are a few tips on 
being a good wingman.
Learn to talk to women
Now, this seems pretty sim-
ple even for us Rose-Hulman 
nerds, but I’m sure we all know 
that guy that acts as though he 
has never said a word to a girl in 
his life.  It really isn’t that hard, 
I promise.  Now I know it may 
be intimidating, but try talking 
to women casually and build-
ing up good friendships.  Once 
you get to know them, you may 
be surprised to find that they 
really are people too!
No good wingman can do 
his thing unless he’s confident 
about himself and chatting 
with women.  So if you think 
you may be “that guy,” chill out 
a bit.
Always introduce your 
friends
This is one of the most im-
portant parts to being a wing-
man.  As simple as it is, some 
guys don’t realize when they’re 
standing there talking to a 
woman with their back on 
their friend.  This leaves your 
friend standing around look-
ing stupid, and it shows that 
you aren’t really a good friend 
(or wingman for that matter). 
Make sure as you introduce 
your friend to say something 
interesting or cool about him 
that could start a conversation 
and give the girl a favorable 
first impression of him.
Don’t steal the girl
The number one thing you 
should not do as a wingman is 
to take the girl that you’re sup-
posed to be helping your friend 
meet for yourself.  You don’t 
want is a fight between friends 
over a girl.  This may be diffi-
cult, especially if a woman is 
showing significantly more in-
terest in you than your friend. 
Unless he is no longer inter-
ested, remember your respon-
sibility as a wingman, and don’t 
attempt to steal the girl.
And that’s it!  As long as you 
follow these basic rules of being 
a wingman and use some com-
mon sense, then you and your 
friends should have a great 
time.  Good luck out there, and 
have fun getting to know those 
Rose women!




Every year a certain high-rank-
ing executive at a certain well-
known Fortune 500 company 
invites himself to speak to the 
attendees of a certain camp for 
rising high school seniors at a cer-
tain small engineering college. Let 
us call him Bigwig Grumpypants 
(not his real name). Mr. Grumpy-
pants’ message to the campers is 
as clear as it is unchanging: You 
need to work hard—really hard—
because if you don’t your coun-
terparts in China, who spend 14 
hours a day studying math and 
science, will end up taking your 
job from you. Mr. Grumpypants 
goes so far as to say “Every B you 
make closes a door for you.”
I respectfully disagree with Mr. 
Grumpypants. And I do mean re-
spectfully, for despite my colorful 
nickname for our higher-ranking 
executive friend, he walks the 
walk. Bigwig routinely works 
the fourteen-hour days that he 
advocates. Though his company 
is but a two-hour drive from his 
speaking engagement, he takes 
his company’s private jet instead 
so that he can continue work as 
he travels, thereby not squander-
ing four hours of productivity in 
transit. Indeed, hypocrisy is not 
among Bigwig’s attributes and 
it is not what concerns me here. 
(However, a little bit of investiga-
tive journalism has revealed that 
Grumpypants’ college transcript 
has more than a handful of Bs 
as well as some other grades that 
follow alphabetically.)  Rather, 
the issue I have with Bigwig’s 
message is how it runs contrary 
to virtually all we know about 
how humans are wired to learn, 
work, and just live in general.
Take exercise, for example. 
Performing one set of a weight-
lifting exercise is good for you, 
and will help you build lean body 
mass. Performing two sets is bet-
ter, but it will not provide you 
with twice the benefit. Three sets 
are even better than two, but the 
added benefit is less still. Much 
after three sets and you are large-
ly wasting your time. Measure-
ments made by exercise physi-
ology researchers consistently 
point to this being the case. If Mr. 
Grumpypants were a fitness en-
thusiast—a dubious assumption 
given his lack of free time—no 
doubt he would recommend do-
ing 20 or more sets.
Neuroscientists have found 
that our brains function much 
in the same way. Working more 
does not translate into getting 
more done. In fact, it may be 
quite the opposite. We need sleep 
and exercise for our brains to 
function at their best. We need 
quality time with family and 
friends—the improved quality 
of life and resulting decrease in 
stress makes us more efficient 
workers. Though they may rein-
force his sense of self-discipline 
and dedication, the last six hours 
of Bigwig’s fourteen hour days 
most likely result in little added 
benefit. I can only imagine that 
his lack of time for other activities 
compounds the problem, making 
his first six hours less productive 
than they could be as well.
Case and point: a simple cal-
culation should convince Mr. 
Grumpypants that the monetary 
cost to his company of flying a 
private jet to a speaking engage-
ment is much greater than the 
value he adds to his company by 
working the four hours he oth-
erwise would have “wasted” by 
driving. Only a stressed brain 
functioning sub-optimally could 
think otherwise.
Some progressive companies 
are starting to understand this 
perspective. Google employees 
spend a full 20% of their time 
at work on projects that are of 
specific interest to them. Rather 
than keeping them off task, these 
employees are happier and more 
productive. What’s more, some 
of Google’s most innovative (and 
profitable) ideas have sprung 
from this personal project time.
Let us hope more people catch 
on. I look to you, humble reader, 
to one day be a certain high-rank-
ing executive at a certain well-
known Fortune 500 company 
who invites him/herself to speak 
to the attendees of a certain camp 
for rising high school seniors at a 
certain small engineering college, 
one whom an op-ed writer glee-
fully refers to as Bigwig Happyp-
ants.
6 OpiniOns   issue 3
Work less, work betterThe other side of the desk
The ups and downs of studying abroad
Studying abroad raises a lot of interesting and pressing matters for all students who choose  to study abroad. 
If, however, you do decide to study somewhere like the University of Stuttgart, you could expect to see some sights like the ones above!




Around this time every year 
there is a meeting for students 
interested in studying abroad. 
The advisors for specific pro-
grams and students who have 
previously studied abroad are 
there to present relevant in-
formation and answer ques-
tions. You can find a list of 
advisors for specific languages 
and countries on the Student 
Affairs webpage. The first 
question you should be asking 
yourself is, “Should I really take 
time away from my studies to 
go to this meeting?” If you have 
any interest at all, even a mi-
niscule one, go to that meeting 
and ask questions. 
I went to that meeting as 
a freshman, four years ago. 
I was really excited and in-
trigued by the chance to study 
abroad. I had always wanted 
that opportunity. At the meet-
ing, I didn’t really have many 
questions, but I still was curi-
ous about going. I approached 
the opportunity all wrong. I 
should have asked many more 
questions about the programs. 
As a consequence, I was ill-
informed and wishy-washy 
about going to Germany as 
a junior. I kept changing my 
mind and was missing impor-
tant advisor meetings.
I finally decided around the 
end of January that I really was 
going to Germany for a year. 
This was a bit of a stressing 
choice. All the paperwork was 
due within two months, and 
it wasn’t easy to fill out. The 
hardest part was translating 
course descriptions. Not eve-
ryone has to do this step, but 
since I was the first person in 
my major to go to that school, I 
had to do translations. I had to 
have unpleasant conversations 
with my boyfriend and my fam-
ily. They were not happy about 
my choice, but I did not let that 
stop me, and you shouldn’t ei-
ther. Studying abroad is about 
you, not your family. 
Spring quarter came and 
went, as did summer. I got 
my acceptance information in 
mid-June. I had been worry-
ing about getting accepted into 
the program, but I knew their 
schooling system was on a 
different schedule. They have 
semesters, but not the kind 
of semesters ISU and other 
American universities have. 
The winter semester runs from 
mid-October to mid-February 
with March and April for ex-
ams. Summer semester runs 
from mid-April to mid-August 
with September and October 
for exams. As you can clear-
ly see, there is no summer 
break. 
I spent that summer with 
my boyfriend preparing for 
my big adventure. I had to fig-
ure out how to get everything 
that I was going to need for a 
year in two suitcases limited 
to 50 pounds each. That was a 
really useful exercise because 
it forced me to really evaluate 
the clothes that I really wanted 
to keep. I finally figured out 
how to pack up those suitcases 
and spent the last couple of 
days visiting with everyone I 
wanted to see before depart-
ing. 
My boyfriend and dad load-
ed my suitcases in the car and 
drove me to the Chicago air-
port. Getting out of the car was 
easy, but saying goodbye was 
not. I barely had the strength 
to turn away from them and 
walk into the airport. I was 
shaking and silently crying the 
entire time that I was stand-
ing in the check-in line.  My 
emotional strength took quite 
a blow during the first couple 
weeks, but I learned from it 
and grew stronger. I was still 
homesick, but I dealt with it 
by walking around the city 
and taking photos. I got even 
better as the time passed and 
made friends with my neigh-
bors; Alex, Olga, Alex, Clem-
ens, Janis, Inna, Carina, and 
Pascal. We didn’t get together 
very often, but when we did, 
it was always fun. You should 
try to make friends right away. 
They make the experience 
much more valuable.
The academic environment 
was shockingly different. I 
knew that most of the learn-
ing would be self-guided, but 
I was not expecting the pro-
fessors and TA’s to be so una-
vailable. As a consequence, I 
was trying, quite resolutely, to 
teach myself thermodynam-
ics, heat transfer, and plastics 
technologies. My success was 
limited, but I learned a ton of 
new study strategies to help 
me here at Rose. I also real-
ized how much I love having 
a defined textbook that the 
teacher works from. As much 
as they don’t want the teachers 
to know, most students don’t 
read their textbooks and laugh 
at the students who do. I have 
been converted to an avid text-
book reader. 
Near the end of the first se-
mester in Germany, I realized 
that my academic efforts were 
rather fruitless. I had passed 
my German grammar and 
speech course, but the oth-
ers were doomed. If I hadn’t 
already failed a prerequisite 
exam for the final, I couldn’t 
get through the technical jar-
gon to learn the material. I 
also decided that I had gar-
nered what I had needed from 
the experience and that I had 
been away from my boyfriend 
long enough. We became en-
gaged over a long Christmas 
break spent together and 
maintaining the relationship 
was becoming more difficult 
with each passing day. I chose 
to keep my fiancée and end 
the study abroad experience 
six months early. Some of my 
friends, who also went abroad, 
chose the exact opposite. They 
stayed for the duration of the 
exchange and lost love inter-
ests and friends. It’s a person-
al choice that you will have to 
evaluate if you end up dealing 
with similar issues.
I learned that I value love 
and companionship over 
world experiences and inde-
pendence, but you could learn 
something completely differ-
ent. Studying abroad can be 
a fantastic experience. Even 
my experience, which was 
tarnished with homesickness 
and unsuccessful academic at-
tempts, turned out to be good 
for me. I learned a lot from it, 
and I value the environment 
that Rose provides for us. So, 
should you study abroad? That 
is a question that you need to 
thoroughly explore with eve-
ry resource available to you. 
Those resources include that 
meeting that I was talking 
about, students who have re-
turned to Rose after a period of 
exchange, students from other 
countries here on exchange, 
and of course the study abroad 
advisors.
Matt Dierksmeier • guest writer
This past weekend, the Rose-Hulman volleyball team recorded 
their 200th win after defeating Baldwin-Wallace College in five 
sets. This crowning achievement concluded the Lady Engineers’ 
weekend at the DePauw University Invitational, finishing 3-1 over 
the two day tournament. 
On Friday, Rose-Hulman faced both Illinois Wesleyan University 
and the invitational host, DePauw University. After pulling out a 
victory in five sets over Illinois Wesleyan, DePauw then avenged 
last week’s loss to the Lady Engineers, winning three sets to one.
Defeating Birmingham Southern College early Saturday morning 
preceded the monumental accomplishment for the Rose-Hulman 
volleyball team. Winning their final match against Baldwin-Wal-
lace also marked the 200th career victory for head coach Brenda 
Goble, who has lead the women’s volleyball team at Rose-Hulman 
since its inception in 1996. 
The team’s record improved to 10-4 on the year. Rose-Hulman 
will host Franklin College Friday night as conference action begins 







Sept 16 — Bloomington, Ind.         
  Indiana Intercollegiate Meet 6th place
Women’s cross country
Sept 16 — Bloomington, Ind.         





Sept 17 — Decatur, Ill.         




Sept 17 — Decatur, Ill.




Sept 20 — Terre Haute, Ind. 




Sept 21 — Bloomington, Ill.






Earn over $100,000 while still in 
college 
 
Be a part of the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Officer Program. The U.S. Navy 
wants to help YOU launch your career NOW. Get the chance to work on  
Nuclear Powered Aircraft Carriers or  
Submarines and get paid while remaining a full-time student at Rose. 
 
Benefits include a $15,000 sign on bonus, a $3,000 per month salary, full 
medical and dental coverage and a $2,000 completion bonus. 
 
To find out more, visit the U.S. Navy this Saturday at the Homecoming  
Football game and explore YOUR options. Enjoy free food and prizes while  
speaking with U.S. Navy reps about your future.  
 
Don’t miss this once in a lifetime opportunity.  
 
12:30 p.m. Cook Stadium  
The U.S. Navy recruits ALL academic majors and offers both officer and civilian 
positions.  
Sept 17 — Anderson, Ind.




Men’s golf Women’s golf
Sept 17 - 18 — Normal, Ill.
  Illinois Wesleyan
   Invitational
25th 
place
Sept 17 - 18 — Anderson, Ind.




Sept 17 — Defiance, Ohio         
  Defiance College
  Rose-Hulman
Sept 17 —Kalamazoo, Ind.





return to campus 
for Homecoming
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor
Several sports teams return home this 
weekend to continue action over Home-
coming weekend.
The football team marks the peak of 
the action with its HCAC opener against 
Hanover College on Saturday at 1 p.m. 
at Cook Stadium.  Travelling from Han-
over to Rose-Hulman over 150 miles, 
the football used in the opening kickoff 
will be transported as part of the FIJI 
Football Run, culminating in a fund 
raiser for United Way chapters in Vigo 
and Madison Counties. The game will 
be broadcast live on WMHD 90.7 FM 
and online at the Rose-Hulman Athlet-
ics website.
Rose-Hulman’s men’s and women’s 
soccer teams host Transylvania at Jim 
Rendel Field, beginning with the wom-
en’s game at 1 p.m. and followed imme-
diately by the men’s game at 3 p.m.
The women’s tennis team will contin-
ue HCAC action, also hosting Transyl-
vania University at 10 a.m., hoping to 
reclaim the top of the conference stand-
ings.  They travel to take on Mount St. 
Joseph on Sunday to round out the 
weekend.
The volleyball team starts this week-
end’s action with their conference 
opener against Franklin College in Hul-
bert Arena, starting at 6 p.m. on Friday. 
Their game will directly precede the pep 
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Wacky prof quotes
“Well, people are like 
frogs in this obvious 
sense.” 
 — Dr. Schumacher. 
They’re slimy and 
sometimes eat bugs?
“I hate using these mark-
ers, they never suit me. 
I’m such a diva when it 
comes to markers.”
 —Dr. Weatherman.  
It’s like a shoe compul-
sion, except you can’t 
wear markers on your 
feet.
“Since everybody’s 
awake, I’ll bore you 
with another story.”
 —Dr. Duree, the 
inverse of an alarm 
clock.
 “The Roman number 
system is useless; it’s 
amazing they lasted at 
all.”
 — Dr. Holder.  On the 
bright side, having 
all your numbers as 
letters makes toga-ed 
l33tsp34k easier.
“Since everybody’s 
awake, I’ll bore you 
with another story.”
 —Dr. Duree, the 
inverse of an alarm 
clock.
Rose Profs say crazy 
things. E-mail them 
to the Flipside at 
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where there are tiny words. Things without names belong to me (Noël Spurgeon), but I prefer to blame them on the rest of the staff. Oh hey there, almus!  Glad to be back?  Did you miss us?  I always thought that it would be awesome to be an alum.  
You don’t have homework, you don’t have tests... but you do have that thing called a real job where you can’t take naps and bathrobes are not considered a stylish and inventive alternative to the overcoat.  I still want to graduate though... but only beacause I look good in plaid.
Noël Spurgeon • also featuring that one guy who never leaves
10. “Assimilate”—Get and/or maintain a real adult job (with 
a real adult paycheck).  
9. “Caffeine Drip Dropoff”—Cut down caffeine consumption 
to six cups of coffee a day, but no less. We’re not unreasonable 
here.
8. “Climbing the New House Spiral”—Dishes are dirty; clean 
dishes. Laundry needs to be done; wash clothes. Bedroom is 
dirty; clean bedroom. Living room is—oh wait. The dishes are 
dirty again.
7. “Over-engineered”—Engineer something ridiculous in 
your house… just because you can.  Examples include the re-
mote control ‘beverage’ launching fridge, the remote-control 
toaster, and a robot dog that not only gets the newspaper, but 
also waters the lawn and does the dishes. But only if you rub 
its belly.
6. “NOW Can I Have Nice Things?”—Pay off your student 
loans. All of them. Do a celebratory dance when finished.
5. “Just a (Plaid) Old Jacket…”—Convince everyone on Face-
book you have a plaid jacket by posting a picture after you’ve 
‘borrowed’ one from an alumni.
4. “Young Padawan”—Convince your company to hire a 
Rose intern/senior project group for you. Get them to do all 
your work while you play Peggle. 
3. “Pajama Pantless”—Go an entire week without wearing 
pajama pants in public. This is more difficult than it seems.
2. “Nostalgia Overload”—Party, pull an all-nighter, and lake 
someone all in the same weekend, and see how you feel at 
work on Monday.  See if graduation has robbed you of your 
ability to run on negative sleep.
1. “We’re Plaid to Meet You!”—Get a plaid jacket. Display 
awesomeness +10. Camouflage… -20.
Top “10” Ten
Alumni-themed video game 
achievements
Andy Chen • Would run, but that exam was loooooong...
 Homecoming news Briefs
Freshmen lose wood
In a ‘once in a decade’ event, the bonfire-guarding freshman suf-
fered an unprecedented loss of wood on Wednesday night. Sopho-
more raids are suspected in this timber travesty.
Plaid is in this season
In a fashion flip-flop, designers have abandoned last season’s 
stripes, paisley, and ditsy prints in favor of the scottish standby, 
aiming for an educated, sophisticated look that screams ‘yes, that 
Mercedes parked out front is mine.’











Fixing campus golf 
divots
Heavy metal harvesting 
from submerged laptops
Flipside coffee fund
Education
